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CITY OF GRAHAM 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

MAY 20, 2014 
 
There was a meeting called of the Board of Adjustment on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 at 7:00 pm in 
the Graham Municipal Building. Board members present were as follows: Bill Teer, Dean Ward, 
Ricky Hall, Michael Benesch and Bonnie Blalock. Staff members present were Melissa 
Guilbeau, City Planner, and Martha Johnson, Zoning/Inspections Technician. 
 
Chairman Ricky Hall called the meeting to order and explained the function of the Board.   
 
Invocation was given by Ricky Hall.  
 
Ricky Hall asked that anyone wishing to speak come forward and be sworn in. Martha Johnson, 
Notary Public swore in Chase Brooks, Melissa Guilbeau and later in the meeting swore in Darryl 
Peebles. 
 
1. Bonnie Blalock made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 18, 2014, second by 
Bill Teer. All voted aye.   

2. Variances for Shannon Dr Internet Marketing Center (VR142). Request of Brooks Realty 
Endeavors for a variance from the minimum distance from a church and from being located in the 
same building and on the same lot as another use, for a proposed “electronic, internet or 
sweepstakes gaming” use, on property located at 107 E Shannon Dr (GPIN 8883421261). Chase 
Brooks, owner of Brooks Realty Endeavors, spoke. He said this would be his test site and he would 
like to keep it in Alamance County. He then proceeded to show charts that he brought to the 
meeting. Mr. Brooks explained the function of his proposed use at the property at 
107 E Shannon Dr. Mr. Brooks stated his goal is to put sweepstakes out of business.  

Michael Benesch asked why he wanted to use that building and Mr. Brooks said it was because he 
owns it and the two businesses would fit together. Mr. Benesch said the Board is looking to see if it 
meets the variance as it is written. Mr. Brooks said he is using other sweepstake games to get that 
audience in there at this facility. Bonnie Blalock asked him if he had spoken to anyone from the 
church and Mr. Brooks said he hadn’t heard from anyone and his business would be out of sight 
from the church.  

Dean Ward asked Ms. Guilbeau if she would display the meaning of sweepstakes in the 
Development Ordinance page 4-5. Mr. Ward asked Mr. Brooks what hardship he will incur if the 
variance was not permitted. Mr. Brooks stated he would definitely lose approximately $75,000 he 
spent updating the building.  

Darryl Peebles spoke next asking if Mr. Brooks did own both businesses and Ricky Hall replied 
yes. Mr. Peebles said if this business in question caused harm to the other business the person that 
would be suffering would be the same person. He feels that seems to be a reason for the variance.  
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Ricky Hall said with no one else to speak they would close the hearing and move forward with 
deliberations.  

Dean Ward said he was having a hard time separating the difference between sweepstakes and what 
Mr. Brooks is proposing for his business. Bonnie Blalock agreed with Mr. Ward. Mr. Ward feels 
the business is more like marketing than sweepstakes and not sure if it is in direct conflict with our 
definition of sweepstakes.  

Michael Benesch mentioned the footage from the church and Mr. Ward said it wouldn’t come into 
play if this business isn’t sweepstakes. Ricky Hall stated the business still falls under electronic 
gaming.  

Dean Ward made a motion to continue the hearing until a called meeting is set or until next month’s 
meeting in order to get legal clarification. Bill Teer seconded, all voted aye. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
                                  Respectfully Submitted, 
                                  Martha Johnson, Secretary 


