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CITY OF GRAHAM 
REGULAR SESSION 

TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2016 
7:00 P.M. 

 
The City Council of the City of Graham met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 7, 
2016, in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building located at 201 South Main Street. 
 
Council Members Present:   Also Present: 
Mayor Jerry Peterman    Frankie Maness, City Manager 
Mayor Pro Tem Jimmy Linens   Aaron Holland, Assistant City Manager  
Council Member Griffin McClure  Darcy Sperry, City Clerk 
Council Member Chip Turner   Keith Whited, City Attorney 
Council Member Lee Kimrey   Sandra King, Finance Director 
      Erin Quigly, Administration Intern 
           
Mayor Jerry Peterman called the meeting to order and presided at 7:00 p.m.  Council Member 
Griffin McClure gave the invocation and everyone stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Consent Agenda: 

a. Approval of Minutes – May 3, 2016 Regular Session 
b. Approval of Minutes – May 17, 2016 Special Session 
c. Approval of Minutes – May 24, 2016 Special Session 
d. Tax Releases 

 
Mayor Peterman asked if anyone would like to pull any of the agenda items.  Council Member Lee 
Kimrey asked that item “d. Taxes” be pulled from the Consent Agenda.   
 
Council Member Chip Turner made a motion to approve items “a”, “b” and “c” on the Consent 
Agenda, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Jimmy Linens.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
Council Member Kimrey asked City Manager Frankie Maness about item “d. Taxes”.  Mr. Maness 
explained this deals with business personal property in which their depreciation schedule was 
incorrect, listed in the wrong year and added that the property actually isn’t in Graham. 
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 Council Member Kimrey made a motion to approve item “d” on the Consent Agenda, seconded by 
Council Member Turner.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
Requests and Petitions of Citizens: 
a. Public Hearing: Petition for Voluntary Contiguous Annexation on Rogers Road 

(AN1601): 
i. Approve Annexation Ordinance 

 
Assistant City Manager Aaron Holland explained that this is property that Council has been hearing 
about for several months and that this is the final step in the annexation process.   
 
Council Members and Staff discussed what the fiscal impact would be on the City, as well as water 
and sewer fees and street construction being the responsibility of the developer.  Mr. Maness 
advised that the capital costs would be the responsibility of the developer and once they meet the 
City’s standards, maintenance would be the City’s responsibility.  With no further discussion, Mayor 
Peterman opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Mr. David Michaels, 5603 New Garden Village Road Greensboro, stepped forward to speak on 
behalf of Windsor Homes, developer of the property.  He thanked Council and Staff for their 
support.  He said that they are looking forward to moving ahead with this project and anticipate that 
within thirty (30) to forty (40) days they will be able to break ground. 
 
Council Member Kimrey asked Mr. Michaels if they have run into any hurdles and if they plan on 
getting as many houses as they originally anticipated.  Mr. Michaels stated that they won’t be 
developing the planned one hundred and one (101) total lots right away and that they haven’t run 
into anything they haven’t been able to overcome thus far. 
 
With no further questions forthcoming, Mayor Peterman closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Council Member Kimrey made a motion to approve the Annexation Ordinance to Extend the 
Corporate Limits of the City of Graham, North Carolina, for the subject property on Rogers Road, 
seconded by Council Member McClure.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
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b. Public Hearing: Application for Designation of Historic Landmark for Montwhite Opera 
House: 
i. Adoption of Historic Landmark Status 

 
Mr. Holland explained that this is a petition from Mr. Jason Cox of Carolina Property Holdings of 
NC, LLC seeking the Council’s approval as a Local Historic Landmark for the Montwhite Opera 
House, which opened in 1907.  Mr. Holland added that the property is located at 200 North Main 
Street and that the Historic Landmark Designation process has two (2) steps; adoption by Council 
following a positive recommendation from the Historic Resources Commission is the last of these.  
Mr. Holland advised that the property is located in the Downtown Historic District, is recognized by 
the National Historic Register of Places and at the Historic Resources Commission meeting last 
month, they recommended approval. 
 
Council Member Kimrey asked Mr. Holland what the advantage would be to the property owner by 
having this designated a Historic Landmark.  Mr. Holland stated that there are certain tax credits 
available to the property owner with this type of designation.  With no further questions 
forthcoming, Mayor Peterman opened the Public Hearing. 

 
Mr. Jason Cox, 200 North Main Street Graham, stepped forward to advise that the Montwhite 
Opera House was the most intact example of an opera house of that era in the entire state.  With no 
further discussion, Mayor Peterman closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Following a brief discussion amongst Council and Staff pertaining to the reduction of tax monies 
owed to the City and County by this designation, Council Member McClure made a motion that we 
adopt the Montwhite Opera House located at 200 North Main Street as a Local Historic Landmark.  
Council Member Turner seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion. 
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 Boards and Commissions Appointments: 
Mr. Maness explained that we are fortunate that this year we have more applications than vacancies 
for some of the boards and commissions. 
 
a. ABC Board – 3 year term 
Council Member Kimrey made a motion to reappoint Larry Brooks, seconded by Council Member 
McClure.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
b. Alamance County Library Committee – 2 year term 
Council Member McClure made a motion to recommend Christine Quigley be appointed by the 
Alamance County Commissioners, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Linens.  All voted in favor of the 
recommendation. 
 
c. Appearance Commission – 4 year term 
Council Member Kimrey made a motion to appoint Lynda Allred, seconded by Council Member 
Turner.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
d. Canine Review Board – 3 year term 
Mayor Peterman asked for consensus to have Kelly Ronnow, Executive Director of the Humane 
Society of Alamance County, be appointed by the Humane Society Executive Board.  Consensus 
was given 5-0. 
 
e. Graham Housing Authority – 5 year term 
Council Member Kimrey expressed concern over two (2) applications for this board coming in after 
the agenda packet went out.  He said he would like to see a deadline set to prevent this from 
happening.  Mayor Peterman stated that because we did not formally set a deadline, we have to 
consider all applications.  He added that he would like Staff to look into setting a deadline going 
forward. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Linens made a motion to appoint Larry Brooks, seconded by Council Member 
Turner.  Ayes: Mayor Peterman, Mayor Pro Tem Linens, Council Member McClure and Council 
Member Turner.  Nays: Council Member Kimrey.  Motion carried 4:1. 
 
f. Historic Resources Commission – 4 year term 
Council Member Kimrey made a motion to appoint Robert “Guy” Sinclair, seconded by Mayor Pro 
Tem Linens.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
Council Member Kimrey made a motion to appoint Vicky Roberts, seconded by Council Member 
Turner.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
g. Planning Board/Board of Adjustment – 3 year term 
Mayor Peterman made a motion to reappoint Ricky Hall, seconded by Council Member Kimrey.  All 
voted in favor of the motion. 
 
Council Member Turner made a motion to reappoint Dean Ward, seconded by Council Member 
Kimrey.  Ayes: Mayor Peterman, Mayor Pro Tem Linens, Council Member Turner and Council 
Member Kimrey.  Nays: Council Member McClure.  Motion passed 4:1. 
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h. Planning Board/Board of Adjustment (ETJ) – 3 year term 
Mayor Pro Tem Linens made a motion that Michael Benesch be recommended for reappointed by 
the Alamance County Commissioners, seconded by Council Member Turner.  All voted in favor of 
the recommendation. 
 
i. Recreation Commission – 3 year term 
Mayor Peterman made a motion to appoint Nathan Perry, seconded by Council Member McClure.  
All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
Council Member McClure made a motion to reappoint Jay Cook, seconded by Council Member 
Turner.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
j. Tree Board – 3 year term 
Council Member Kimrey made a motion to reappoint Jan Searls, seconded by Council Member 
McClure.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
At the conclusion of the boards and commission appointments, Mayor Peterman directed City Clerk 
Darcy Sperry to send letters to those not appointed letting them know what boards and 
commissions still have vacancies. 
 
 
Public Hearing:  Adoption of Budget Ordinance for FY 2016-2017 
Mr. Maness explained after introducing this budget approximately one (1) month ago and following 
two (2) budget workshops, we are now at the Public Hearing portion for our budget.  He added that 
this overall budget of just over $19,000,000 spans four (4) different operating funds – General Fund, 
Water/Sewer Fund, Garage Fund and the Cemetery Trust Fund.  He reminded Council that we 
adopt our budget on a departmental basis and not line item. 
 
With no questions forthcoming, Mayor Peterman opened and closed the Public Hearing.   
 
Mayor Peterman made a motion we adopt the Budget Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2016-2017, 
seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Linens.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
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 FY 2015-2016 Budget Amendments 
Mr. Maness explained that internally, these are referred to as clean up amendments.  He added that 
we need to make sure each department doesn’t exceed their original appropriations.  Mr. Maness 
stated that while he is recommending $40,076 in additional appropriations from the General Fund, 
those will be offset by revenue we have already collected or expect to collect.  He further explained 
that there is also a budget request for an increase of $30,000 to be appropriated to the Special 
Project Fund for roadway construction for Project Quarter. 
 
Council Members and Staff discussed the monies appropriated for Project Quarter being split 
between Graham, Mebane and Alamance County as well as the pile of dirt left by NCDOT.  Mr. 
Maness advised that we were able to use most of the dirt during the roadway construction, however, 
we did have to acquire an easement to go around the pile during the roadway construction phase.  
He added that at this time, he was not clear of the exact cost for acquiring that easement. 
 
Council Member Turner made a motion we adopt the Budget Amendment Ordinance for Fiscal 
Year 2015-2016, seconded by Council Member Kimrey.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 

Issues Not Included on Tonight’s Agenda 
Mr. Larry Ray, 609 Walker Avenue Graham, stepped forward to express his appreciation for the 
increase in Graham Police presence in his neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Whited advised that he will not be able to attend the July 5, 2016 regular scheduled meeting. 
 
Council Member McClure read a prepared statement expressing his disappointment in the Council’s 
decision to not to support the Link Transit System at some level.  He added that his hope is that 
Council will remember that transit is not about the number of users, but rather the value of use. 
 
Council Member Kimrey asked Mr. Maness about wayfinding signs in the downtown area.  Mr. 
Maness stated that City Planner Nathan Page is currently researching options and will present those 
to Council at the July 5, 2016 meeting. 
 
Mayor Peterman thanked Council Member McClure for acting quickly to clean up graffiti recently 
placed on his place of business. 
 
Mayor Peterman thanked Mr. Maness and Staff for their hard work in compiling this year’s budget. 
 
At 8:10 p.m. Council Member Kimrey made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Council Member 
Turner.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 

_____________________________ 
      Darcy Sperry, City Clerk 

 
 

 


