
 

Historic Resources Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

April 14, 2015 at 6:00pm 
Council Chambers, 201 S Main St 

1. Approve minutes of the January 14, 2015 meeting 

2. Discuss North Main Street Historic District Resident’s Meeting 
Meeting was held for Tuesday, January 27th at 7pm at Providence Church fellowship hall 

A complete agenda packet is available at www.cityofgraham.com 
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HISTORIC RESOURCES COMMISSION 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 
 
The Historic Resources Commission held a called meeting on Wednesday January 14, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers of the Graham Municipal Building.  Commission Members present were Helen Sharpe, 
Brenda Sykes, Larry Brooks, Lauren Nance, and Denise Baker. Members absent were Grace Baldwin and Cary 
Worthy. Staff members present were Melissa Guilbeau, City Planner and Martha Johnson, Zoning/Inspections 
Technician. 
 
Chair Larry Brooks called the meeting to order and explained the function of the Commission. 
 
1. A motion was made to approve the minutes from the October 22, 2014 by Helen Sharpe, second by Brenda 
Sykes. All voted aye. 
 
2. Elect Chair and Vice-Chair for 2015. Brenda Sykes made a motion to re-elect Larry Brooks as Chair and 
Helen Sharpe made a motion to re-elect Cary Worthy as Vice-Chair. All voted in favor. 
 
3. Discuss and adopt Historic Resources Handbook. Larry Brooks said an excellent job was done by Melissa 
Guilbeau. There was a lot of good information and was very interesting along with good pictures. Ms. Guilbeau 
stated the handbook had been worked on since 2006 and she put finishing touches on it. Denise Baker made a 
motion to adopt the handbook, second by Brenda Sykes. All voted aye. 
 
4. Set regular meeting date. Ms. Guilbeau said by the ordinance you must meet at least once a quarter. She 
would recommend meeting quarterly in January, April, July and October, keeping in mind meeting late 
September or early October for the Façade Grant applications. If you have a called meeting in the other months 
for COA Ms. Guilbeau recommended keeping it the same day and time as the scheduled meetings. After much 
discussion among the Board, the consensus was to set a regular meeting date of quarterly on the second Tuesday 
of the month at 6:00pm for January, April, July and October. Meetings during the other months will be called as 
needed but still on the second Tuesday at 6pm. Brenda Sykes made a motion to accept this decision, second by 
Lauren Nance, all voted aye.   
 
5. Discuss annual report to City Council to be presented on March 3rd. The report shall include a comprehensive 
and detailed review of the activities, problems and actions of the Commission, as well as any budget requests 
and/or recommendations. Ms. Guilbeau suggested presenting the 2014 COA applications and decisions, the 
2014-2015 Façade Grant program, and changes to the ordinance in 2014. Also the Historic Resources 
Handbook, the proposed N Main Street local Historic District, budget needs and any other items needing to be 
addressed. Ms. Guilbeau said she thought it would be nice if one or more of the Commission could present it. 
Ms. Guilbeau said she can work up the presentation for them to present. Mr. Brooks said he would volunteer to 
present it if no one else did.  
 
Helen Sharpe mentioned the previous conversation the Commission had concerning funds she thought was to 
hire a consultant firm. Ms. Guilbeau said the funds would be needed to hire the consultant if the Board made the 
North Main Street District bigger they would need to establish the significance of that area. Ms. Guilbeau said 
she would work on the presentation and if anyone had any comments to email them to her.  
 
6. Discuss upcoming North Main Street Historic District Resident’s Meeting set for January 27th at 7pm at the 
Providence Church fellowship hall. Ms. Guilbeau asked the Commission to review the letter she drafted. 
Ms. Guilbeau said she will be mailing the letter this week to all property owners within the proposed district. 
Ms. Guilbeau said staff will be at the meeting to present information and answer questions and give out some 
handouts. Ms. Guilbeau said it would be good if some of the Commission members could attend the meeting. 
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Mr. Brooks mentioned to the Commission that Ms. Guilbeau will be leaving the City of Graham moving to 
Louisiana the first of February. Mr. Brooks stated the Commission does appreciate all the work she has done 
and all the updating she has completed. Mr. Brooks also said she had done a great job and will be missed. 
   
 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 Respectfully Submitted,  

Martha Johnson 
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